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Aims & Objectives

BCYM's aim is to:

Present the love of Christ through reenacting

and teaching stories from the life of Jesus

Allow children to have wholesome fun

through games, crafts, and worship songs

Teach youth and children that their

circumstances don’t define their identity

Demonstrate Biblical values through practical

deeds

Introduce children to Jesus as their friend and

Savior and teach them how to have a personal

relationship with Him

 

BCYM's highest goal is to share the message of

the gospel with previously unreached

communities and to encourage faith and

discipleship through developing long-term

relationships with children and their families.

Quarter 3 Report

QUARTER 3 THEMES

The Power of Forgiveness
 

Time to Choose
 



Introduction

This report covers both Quarters 2 and 3, spanning the

period from April to September 2019 during which time

BCYM hosted 12 three-day camps and 12 one-day follow

up events for vulnerable children. The children who

attended the camps and follow-up events are invited by

local churches who provide services to families through

their relief programs. In order to receive the children,

BCYM transported them from their hometown by  bus

to the camps each day of the event.

 

All three-day camps were held either at a campsite in

Bsifrine or at a partner church in Zahle. This year,

children came from Beirut, Baalbak, Zahle, and the

Beqaa Valley. In addition to local volunteers, teams

from as far away as Europe came to help out, planning

Bible studies, crafts, and activities for the children.

Breakfast, lunch, and a snack were also provided for all

of the campers. The main theme of the camps was 'The

Power of Forgiveness'. However, one guest team from

Switzerland also presented the theme 'Time to Choose'.

An estimated 589  children showed up to the camps.

BCYM achieved incredible breakthrough this year as it

was able to host children from the city of Baalbek for

the first time ever. BCYM made every effort to ensure

that these children who were hearing the gospel for the

first time understood the message they were hearing.

 

As a ministry of the Lebanese Society for Educational

and Social Development (LSESD), the Baptist Children

and Youth Ministry (BCYM) aims to serve vulnerable

children and youth in Lebanon by showing them the

love of Christ and discipling them to maturity. In

addition, it strives to develop long-term relationships

with families through regular visits and relief support.

Report Summary

Testimony
One child shared in small group, “I am a

Christian and follow Christ. I want to read the

Bible but my parents will not let me have one.”

During discussion group time, many children were able

to open up and share their traumatic stories and receive

support and prayer from the volunteers and staff

members. Additionally, a number of teams reached out

to the communities by visiting the families of the

Syrian refugee children. Through these visits the

volunteers witnessed firsthand the impact that BCYM's

ministry has not only on the children, but on their

families as well. Many volunteers recounted

unimaginable stories of adversity endured by the Syrian

families in the camps. However, despite these

hardships, refugee families have nevertheless found

new hope through the love of Christ.

BCYM carries out these goals by organizing three-day

kids' camps, one-day follow-up events, and training

programs for both youth and children’s ministry

leaders within the local churches. Further information

on the ministry of BCYM and the context in which it

works can be found at the end of this report.



Special Event
On September 21st a number of youth and youth leaders from across

Lebanon gathered to hear Dr. Lina Abu Jamra, founder of Living with Power

Ministries, speak about the role of smart phones in their daily lives. Drawing

examples from various biblical stories, such as the classic contrasting story

of Mary and Martha, she exhorted listeners to evaluate the priority that they

give their cell phones or other distractions in their lives. Her workshop

coincided with the release of Dar Manhal al Hayat’s Arabic translation of the

book 12 Ways Your Cell Phone is Changing You. BCYM used this conference

as an opportunity to train local youth leaders on seeking God first and how

to maintain a balanced life. 56 attendees took part in the event!

Quarter 3 
Events

12 Camps

12 Follow-up Events
Follow-up events are held at partner

churches each Friday during the summer

season. Children are encouraged to attend

at least two follow-up events. Included in

these follow-up events are worship,

teaching, games, and most importantly,

extended group discussion time to ensure

that children understand the messages. To

provide even further support, Pastor Joseph

makes home visits at least once a week to

meet with the children's families.

13-15 Jun

20-21 Jun

27-30 Jun

1-3 Jul 

4-6 Jul 

8-10 Jul

11-13 Jul

18-20 Jul

22-24 Jul

29-31 Jul

12-14 Sep

18-20 Sep



Outcomes
The effect that the camps had on the children

who came was astounding. Some children had

the opportunity to hear the Gospel for the first

time, such as those coming from Baalbek and the

Beqaa Valley. Many kids learned about what sin

is and why there is a need for God's forgiveness.

Others discovered that they could talk to God

directly, expressing their astonishment at God's

willingness to listen to them despite the sins that

they had committed in their lives.  Many thought

provoking teachings and discussions resulted in

several campers coming to know Christ and

accepting Him in their hearts. Children were also

able to receive support in their fledgling faith

despite opposition from their family members.

Highlights 
First ever group from Baalbak!

Children learned about the importance of

prayer.

Many children chose to accept Christ into

their hearts.

Campsite improvements were a big hit

with returning volunteers

Testimony

"After the camps, the team split into groups and

travelled with members of the True Vine Church

to visit refugee families. One of the families had

been living in the valley for close to three years.

The father worked in a nearby field but only for

half of the year in order to help out their 13-

year-old son who walked to a barber shop

everyday to work 11-hour days for which he was

only paid $10 a week. 

 

Yet through all this hardship the mother was

beaming with joy throughout the entire

conversation. As tragic as the Syrian War has

been, she said that without it she and her family

would never have found the love of Christ and

for that she thanks God everyday.

 

Hearing these stories from people who have

seen true evil from the hands of man and still

have joy and hope in God shows the unbelievable

providence and protection our creator shows us.

His love can conquer all things."

"As for you, you meant evil against

me, but God meant it for good, to

bring it about that many people should

be kept alive, as they are today."

 

Genesis 50:20 (ESV)



Prayer Requests

Contact Info:
Phone Number:         +961 4 400250  Ext. 121 

Email:                             ghaddad@lsesd.org

Mailing Address:       P.O. Box 165

                                          Mansourieh El Maten, Lebanon

Street Address:          Lebanese Society for Educational and      

                                          Social Development Campus 

  Near Nahl Waters, Blata Street  

  Mansourieh El Maten, Lebanon

That  more children throughout Lebanon can be reached.

That God continues to open doors for BCYM.

For the BCYM staff and volunteers.

For the safety of volunteer teams from all over the world.

For an abundant harvest!

Please pray...

"I want first to thank God for the opportunity to serve him by putting on children's camps and sharing his love

for us every single day. My prayer is that God opens more doors to serve him through the camps and that he

blesses every single person among the local leaders, BCYM staff, and teams from abroad who give their time,

money, and efforts to help this ministry continue and the work of God in this country grow more and more. I

pray that next year we will see an even bigger harvest and I ask this in the name of the Lord of the harvest. In

Jesus name, Amen!"

 

-Nicolas Melhem

Prayer request from the Project Coordinator

Recap:
Total number of kids reached at camps: 

589

Camp Locations:  

Bsifrine

Zahle

Where the campers were from: 

Beirut

Zahle

Baalbek

Beqaa Valley

Find us on:

BCYM Lebanon

BCYM 

Website:   

www.lsesd.org

https://www.instagram.com/bcymlebanon/
https://www.facebook.com/BCYM-139554002759660/
http://www.lsesd.org/


BCYM Background
After witnessing eight years of unabated Syrian

displacement, many aid organizations have been

driven to rethink the way in which they provide

relief. It no longer suffices to merely administer

material aid and send refugees on their way. Myriad

challenges abound as refugees' rights are constantly

abused and their basics needs keep mounting. In

response to these challenges, the Lebanese Society

for Educational and Social Development (LSESD) has

sought to fill in the gaps left by aid organizations

and provide a more holistic approach to relief work

and ministry.

 

The Baptist Children and Youth Ministry (BCYM) was

established as a ministry of LSESD shortly after the

July 2006 conflict with the original purpose of

ministering to children affected by the crisis. BCYM's

goal has since been to mobilize ministries in

Lebanese churches for the purpose of reaching out

to disadvantaged and vulnerable youth and children

throughout Lebanon. 

 

After the outbreak of war in Syria, BCYM's umbrella

organization, LSESD, initiated a relief program

called MERATH (Middle East Revive and Thrive) in

the summer of 2011 to address the humanitarian

needs of Syrian refugees in Lebanon, as well as

internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Syria. With

around one million registered Syrian refugees

(according to UN estimates), Lebanon currently

hosts the highest concentration of refugees per

capita in the world--displaced Syrians comprising

almost a third of its population. Over half of the

refugees in Lebanon are children and youth,

meaning that a generation larger than the size of the

Lebanese school-aged population is growing up

without education and proper nourishment or

clothing. Many of these traumatized children are

also in need of emotional and psychological support.

Find us on: BCYM LebanonBCYM 

Through MERATH, LSESD works together with local

churches in both countries to provide monthly food

aid, distribute weather-appropriate items such as

blankets and stoves, and run programs that provide

medical care, education, and child-friendly spaces.

Working to complement the relief work of its

partner ministry MERATH, BCYM provides the

spiritual sustenance desperately needed by these

displaced children. Its goal is to introduce children

and their families to Christ and establish long-

lasting and fruitful relationships with them. Today,

in response to the grave needs of  the displaced

communities living on Lebanese territory, BCYM

mainly organizes camps and follow-up events for

children of refugee families who have been forced to

flee the violence in neighboring countries. 

 

Now more than ever, there is a battle for the hearts

and minds of this potentially lost generation. It

starts with providing refugee children with a way to

regain their dignity and worth as human beings and

with showing them that there is One who is their

Savior and Redeemer in the midst of this chaos.

 

Regardless of the children’s situation, BCYM strives

to show them the love of God and the hope that is

found in Christ. By showing children how special

they are and how much God loves them, BCYM hopes

that many will come to know Jesus as their personal

Lord and Savior so that they may have a brighter

outlook for their future. Finally, BCYM's work doesn't

stop there, but it also seeks to disciple these young

new believers by coming alongside and discipling

them into the maturity of faith, thereby raising up a

new generation of rescuers.

 

 

https://www.instagram.com/bcymlebanon/
https://www.facebook.com/BCYM-139554002759660/

