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Introduction 

The Baptist Children and Youth Ministry [BCYM] is a ministry of the Lebanese Society for Educational 

and Social Development [LSESD].  Our aim is to serve vulnerable children and youth in Lebanon, to 

show them the love of God and equip them with tools to serve others. We organise several different 

kinds of activities from our popular 3-day camps and 1-day follow up events to training programs for 

youth and leaders in children’s ministry within the local churches. 

This report covers the period from 

January to March 2019 during which 

time we held two 3-day camps and 

eleven 1-day follow up events for 

vulnerable children.  The children who 

attended our events were invited by our 

partner churches and are from families 

that our partner churches have regular 

contact with through their relief 

programs.  Further information on the 

ministry of BCYM and the context in 

which we work can be found at the end 

of this report. 

During this quarter we’ve had the pleasure of holding two camps, the February camp was held in 

Zahle, situated in the Beqaa valley, and the March camp was held in Frere, just outside of Beirut. We 

had a visiting team that joined us at our first camp while the second one relied upon our local part-

time staff. This winter has been very harsh, with large amounts of rain, snow and flooding, many of 

the children attending our events have come covered in mud. But it’s such a blessing to see their 

spirits raised, as they join in during the worship. By the time we’ve finished the activities the mud is 

now covering the floor instead and the children’s faces are shining with joy.  An outward symbol of 

what we believe God is doing in their hearts, warming and cleansing them with His presence. 

 

Aims and Objectives 

To show the children: 

• God’s love through the activities, Bible study and worship times and by providing a safe and 

positive environment in which they can have fun 

• That their circumstances don’t define them and to counter the thoughts and emotions they 

may have as a result of the experiences they have been through 

• Biblical values through practical deeds 

• That they are precious and loved  

• How Jesus can be their friend and Savior and how they can have a personal relationship with 

Him 

In the longer term our hope is that the children will grow in their faith in God, become active in 

their communities in a positive way and encourage and challenge those around them to follow 

Jesus. 
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Event details and outcomes 

At our February camp the theme was Prince of 

Peace, where we explored how Christ brings us 

peace and how we can live it out in this world.  

Our visiting team, demonstrated how we can 

transmit the peace we receive from Him to those 

around us through a short drama. Showing how 

instead of retaliating when someone steals our 

things, we can choose peace and instead invite 

them to join us by sharing our possesions with 

those that are in need. So that we can live in 

peace, harmony and joy together.  

During the group discussions, one of our 

leaders asked the children if they had ever 

experienced anything like what they had 

seen in the skit. One of the boys shared 

that an older boy, in the same group, 

always steals his ball and won’t let him 

play with it. The leader took this 

opportunity to remind them about what 

they had just heard, they older boy, then 

asked for forgiveness and promised to not 

steal the ball again, while the younger boy 

forgave him and invited him to join him 

next time they played.  

It always fills our hearts with joy when we see the children understanding and putting into practice 

the messages that we share with them. Please pray that they will continue to have open hearts to be 

able to discern God’s guidance and follow him.  

At our March camp the theme was ‘Power of Forgiveness’, 

focusing on how God forgives us completely, and how that 

forgiveness starts to change our attitudes and actions as we 

left is permeate our lives. One of the highlight of the camp 

was when we had a balloon game which resulted in all the 

children, jumping and running around in excitement.   

We also participated in a training for children and youth leaders from all over the Middle East and 

North Africa, which we invited our part-time staff to experience. The conference was hosted by 

Katalyst just outside of Beirut, and was appreciated by all of ou team that attended. Through this two-

day workshop they had the opportunity to meet other young people with the same passion to serve, 

hear some great inspirational messages and be equipped with tools needed in order to better serve 

the vulnerable children that we meet. It was also a nice opportunity for us as a team to spend some 

quality time together, in order to encourage each other in our undertakings.  

One of our local part-timers expressed at the end of the weekend “I just feel filled with hope!” Our 

desire is that we can convey this hope that God puts in our heart to the children and youth that we 

serve. 
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End Note 

Through the funding generously provided by our donor partners we have been able to minister to 

vulnerable children in great need through the provision of two 3-day camp and eleven 1-day follow 

up events.  As this report shows these activities have provided the children with a much-needed time 

to have fun and enjoy themselves while also learning about how God loves and cares for them.  It is 

our hope that through these camps the children will find some healing from the traumas they have 

suffered and also hope for the future despite their current circumstances.  We are most grateful for 

the Mission Teams from our partners overseas and our partner churches and camp leaders here in 

Lebanon in facilitating the camps and to our donor partners for providing the necessary funding. 

 

 

 

 

Report prepared by and for further information please contact: 

Robin Minshull  Programme Officer, BCYM 

LSESD, P.O. Box 165 Mansourieh El Maten, Lebanon  

Email: RMinshull@Lsesd.org  

Phone: +961 (0)4 400250 | 401922 extn. 155 

www.lsesd.org   www.bcymlebanon.org 

mailto:RMinshull@Lsesd.org
http://www.lsesd.org/
http://www.bcymlebanon.org/


Sensitive – Not for Public Dissemination 

To serve the Church in Lebanon and the Arab World through spiritual, social and educational development 

 www.Lsesd.org   |    P. O. Box 165 Mansourieh El Maten – Lebanon  5 
 

The Baptist Children & Youth Ministry and the context in which we work 

BCYM was formed in 2006 as a ministry of the Lebanese Society for Educational and Social 

Development. Founded to minister to children affected by the war with Israel our original purpose 

was to mobilize youth and children ministries in our churches.  However today, and in response to the 

grave needs in our community, BCYM organizes programs and activities – both spiritual and 

recreational – mainly for children of refugee families who have been forced to flee the violence in 

Syria and Iraq. 

No matter what the child’s background we try to show them the love of God though all that we do. 

We aim to help the children realise how special they are and how much God loves them. We pray that 

many will come to know Jesus as their personal Lord and Savior and in this way have hope for the 

future, which in turn will counter the negative messages of extremist groups so commonly heard 

today.  

As the Syrian Crisis continues into its seventh year unabated, Governments and International aid 

organizations have cited it as the “most challenging refugee crisis in a generation”. 

Human rights abuses in the areas of conflict within Syria are many including the targeting of civilians, 

increased instances of rape and other sexual violence and child recruitment to armed forces.  

Humanitarian needs in these areas include basic access to medical care for the wounded, in addition 

to the urgent need for food aid, water, sanitation, hygiene and shelter. As a result of the ongoing 

violence and instability many people have fled to neighbouring countries.   

Lebanon is now home to between 1.2 - 1.6 million Syrian refugees (according to UN and government 

estimates). It hosts the highest concentration of refugees per capita in the world and Syrian refugees 

now comprise nearly a third of the country’s population, amounting to 35% of the Syrian refugees 

within the entire region.  

At least half of the Syrian refugees in Lebanon are children, amounting to a population of school 

children that exceeds the number of Lebanese public school children. Many of these children also 

need emotional and psychological support. Sudden displacement alone is a trauma, while many of 

these children are also recovering from the atrocities of war. Now more than ever, there is a battle for 

the hearts and minds of this potentially lost generation, that their dark past and troubling present will 

not be the defining factor in their future.           

As a result of the crisis in Syria LSESD initiated a relief program in the summer of 2011 addressing the 

humanitarian needs of Syrian refugees in Lebanon, as well as internally displaced persons (IDPs) in 

Syria. LSESD currently works through local churches in both countries, providing monthly food aid for 

around 7000 households, distributing non-food items including winterization items such as blankets, 

stoves and running programs that provide medical care, education, and child friendly spaces. The 

camps run by BCYM form part of the additional programs.  


